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and flight of the people, the Englishman sent his interpreter with a
message to the city stating that he regretted to see its alarm and
disturbance and the flight of the people from the place, for his was a
forced return, certain of his ships being in bad condition. One of
them, Corel's vessel, overladen with artillery, was about to sink.
He bade them be quiet and to rest assured that he would do them
no damage or harm during the time he must be in the harbour
repairing his fleet. This somewhat tranquillized the people who had
remained, and those who had left returned.

The enemy sent to ask for certain refreshment of meat and the use
of ovens to bake biscuit. The ovens were assigned to him and he
landed flour and bakers from his fleet. The meat was promised him
and to hold him off he was told that we had sent inland for it, the
hope being that meanwhile the galleons would arrive and catch
him in the port.

The enemy held a council of his officers and they bound themselves
to die in the undertaking on which they left England though they
might encounter the whole strength of Spain.

Many of his men died in this city and harbour and every day he
lost more from dysentery. His forces were much fewer than was
supposed.

And without awaiting the meat he left this city on Thursday, at
dawn on April 24, on the same course for Havana which he followed
the first time, where it is presumed that he will do damage and lie
in wait for the New Spain fleet. God preserve (p. 11) it all and con-
found him who has done so much evil.

When he was driven back he left two or three small vessels in this
port, scuttled and burned, and he departed with eighteen sail,
large and small....

Document No. 31*
[The city of Cartagena to the Crown, June 4, 1586]
(P-1)                                  t
Catholic Royal Majesty
The city of Cartagena in the Indies, Your Majesty's subjects and
loyal vassals who kiss Your Majesty's royal feet and hands, desiring
to report upon its present condition, state that the advices which
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